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Cox. XVIII. 
By the Grace of God I am what I am 


* I S Declaration which St. Paul 
makes of himſelf, aroſe from a Re- 
view of his own Condition in two 
different Lights, of what He bad 
been, and what He then us; being changed 
from a Blaſphemer to a Believer, from a Perſe- 
cutor to a Defender of the Faith. And this 
Change from one Extream to another, we find, 


aſcribed by Him, who felt and knew it, to the 


Operations of divine Grace. — By the Grace of 
God I am what I am. 

The Efficiency. and Workmanſhip of this 
heavenly Cauſe, which {till worketh in the 
Children of God, ſhall be the Subject of our 
preſent Contemplation and Enquiry, in Order 
to raiſe our Admiration of it, and our Deſires 
after it. — It may not be unuſeful therefore, at 
our firſt Entry, to review more at large the Ef- 
fects of it upon St. Paw, conſidered in his two 
different Eſtates. 

In his better Light, when He made this De- 
claration, we may venture to affirm that He 
was the greateſt Man, confidered as Man, the 
brighteſt human 3 that ever ſhone in the 

A Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Church. Compared with the Apoſtles 
He ſuffered and wrote more abundantly than 
They all: His Writings fill the greater Part of 
the New Teſtament ; His Sufferings, as deſcri- 
bed in his own Catalogue, are beyond any other 
Deſcription ; His Labours went thro' the great- 
er Part of. the Roman Empire, preaching the 
Goſpel to every Creature, thro' Afa, Greece, 
and Tah, planting Churches every where, and 
taking Care of them when planted. In himſelf 
He was holy, humble and temperate in all 
Things. He ſubdued every rebellious Thought 
to the Acknowledgment of Truth, and every 
Luſt to the Obedience of Works. — Towards 
his Brethren, Neighbours, and all Mankind in 
general, he ſhewed univerſal Benevolence; He did 
all Things for, and became all Things 0 all 
Men; ſympathizing with their Infirmities, and 
reſenting their Injuries: Who was weak? and 
He was not weak? Who was offended, and 
te He burnt not?” 

Upon the whole, tho' the Apoſtle ſpake juſt- 
ly in Diminution of Himſelf, in Compariſon 
with his Lord and Maſter, — Ibo, or what 1s 
Paul? Yet, with Regard to Others, Miniſters 
and Fellow Servants, it might with equal Pro- 
priety be aſked, — What was He not? — 

But whatever He was; how inſtructive ſoever 
in his Writings ; how invincible in his Suffer- 
ings; how indefatigable in his Labours; how 
bright in his Example, and how. extenſive in 


his Charity ; how great ſoever He was in every 
Point, 
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Point, yet ſtill tis his own Confeſſion, that, by 
the Grace of God, He was what He was. 

But by juſt taking a tranſient View of the o- 
ther Extream, from which He was changed, 
his Dignity will ſtill further appear, as well as 
the Effects of Divine Grace. By his own Con- 
feſſion He was a Perſecutor, a Blaſphemer, and 
Injurious; An Enemy to God and Man, more 
particularly to Chriſt and all Chriſtians, and 
that in an uncommon Degree, — But behold 
the Riches of God's Mercy, and his working 
by Grace, manifeſted firſt and chiefly in Him, 
who, tho' by his own Confeſſion, the leaſt of 
all Saints, becauſe He perſecuted the Church of 
God, was, by the Divine Grace, exalted to be 
at the Head of the Church, not coming behind 
the chief of the Apoſtles, to be (as it were) a 
ſecondary Light to lighten the Gentiles; for to 
Him was committed the Converſion of the Un- 
circumciſion. 

The Divine Grace, which wrought this great 
Transformation in our Apoſtle, is what I pro- 
poſe as the Subject of this Diſcourſe. In treat- 
ing which I ſhall 


Firft, Briefly explain what, I think, in this 
Paſſage is meant by Grace. And then 


Secondly, ſhew how it is by Grace that We 
Chriſtians, as ſuch, are what we are; and 
grow up to be, what we ought to be in 
order to Salvation. 
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41 
Without recounting the various Acceptations 
of the Word in Scripture, I underſtand by Grace 
a Quality or Habit of the Soul, infus'd into it 
by the Holy Ghoſt; Which Habit or Quality 
quickens, diſpoſes and facilitates the ſeveral Fa- 
ealties and Paſſions thereof to exert themſelves 
in their ſeveral Operations: To judge (for In- 
ſtance). to wl, to defire and to execute ſuch good 
Actions, as are proper and prepared for Chriſt- 
ians to do. 
I chooſe thus to define Grace, as ſpeaking 
after the Manner of Men, and the Divinity of 
the Schools: Tho', if I ſpoke of it more in a 
ſcriptural Acceptation, I might rather thus ex- 
plain it, and ſay It was the immediate acting of 
the Holy Ghoſt within Men, who dwelleth in 
the Regenerate, quickning, diſpoſing, and faci- 
litating thoſe Faculties and Powers to the Exe- 
cution of their proper Duties: — That Divine 
Spirit! who enlightens the Under/ianding, in- 
clines the Mill, and quickens the Afections; 
thus working in them to rhinꝶ, to will and to ds 
of his good Pleaſure. 1 
But St. Paul often ſpeaks of Grace alſo ab- 
ſtractedly, as a Quality acting in him by its own 
Efficacy. Thus, after the Text, when He de- 
clared that He had laboured more abundantly 
than all the Apoſtles, He adds, yet not I, but 
the Grace of God, which was with me. And 
this Manner of ſpeaking is no leſs proper than 
uſual and cuſtomary. For Grace is in Cbriſtians, 
what Nature is in Men. We ſpeak of Nature 
as an inward and eſſential Principle, which ex- 
— erts 
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erts itſelf in us; We ſay that Nature prompts 
us to judge, to will and to defire in ſeveral Parti- 
culars; whereas, if we would ſpeak. after the 
truer Philoſophy, we ought to ſay that God does 
all theſe Things in us. For Scripture and Rea- 
ſon both tell us, that in Him we live, we move, 
and have our Beings. 

But ſince the former Manner of ſpeaking co con- 
cerning Nature is more cuſtomary, more after 
the Manner of Men, and Language of the 
Schools, and the before mentioned Way con- 
cerning Grace equally the ſame, I ſhall, there» 
fore generally conſider and ſpeak. of it, accord- 
ing to the Definition already given, as a Quality 
or Habit infuſed into us, as the Principle of the 
new Life abiding and acting in us; following 
herein the Language of the Apoſtle in the Text 
itſelf — Where He does not fay, (tho' he might 
have ſaid it) by the Spirit of God, but by the 
GRACE of God I am what I am. 

From this ſhort Explanation, in order to ſet- 
tle what we are to — by Grace, I pro- 
ceed to the Principal Point, which is 


Secondly, To ſhew- how it is by, or through 
Grace, that we Chriſtians, as Chriſtians, 
are what we are; and grow up to be what 
we ought to be in order to Salvation. 


I ſhall not now inſiſt upon our Regeneration 
by Baptiſm, that original Grace! which is the 
Beginning and Principle of all beſides ; by which 
we become Chriſtians, and put on the Chriſtian 
Name, 
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Name, being ſanctifyed and cleanſed from Ori: 
ginal Sin, and from Children of Wrath are 
thereby made the Children of Grace; Neither 
ſhall I ſpeak of the gradual Improvements of it 
in us after Baptiſm by Catechizing, nor of the 
ſpecial Addition of it given to us by Confirma- 
tion; but ſuppoſing us to be adult Chriſtians, 
already baptized, educated and ſealed by the 
laying on of the Biſhop's Hands, I ſhall ſhew' 
how, with Reſpect to our ſpiritual Improve-- 
ments, (be they what they wil that by Grace 
we are, what we are. 

And fir, with Regard to our Underſtayd- 
ings, or Improvements in all ſaving Knowledge, 
the Maker alone is the Maſter of our Under- 
ſtanding. 

The different Examples of Perſons of the 
greateſt Attainments, moſt remarkable for Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge, and ſuch as pretended to: | 
be Maſters in the 1rael of God, when conſider- 
ed properly, will ſet the PBof of this Obſerva- 
tion in a much ſtronger Light. Such, for In- 
ſtance, were the great Fathers of the Primitive 
Church, and ſuch the notorious Hereticks, their 
Antagoniſts, altogether as remarkable in heir 
Way and Sect. 

T heſe on both Sides were in all Appearance 
equal by Nature, by Education and Profeſſion ; 
trained up in the fame Schools, ordained to the 
ſame Office, and ſometimes honoured with the 
ſame Mitre. 

How they came to ſtand in ſuch Oppoſition 


with Reſpe& to the Faith, into which they 
were 
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were baptized and inſtructed, that the one 
ſhould be a Defender, the other a Deſtroyer of 
it? How the Goſpel came to appear under ſo 
different a View, to be to the one Wiſdom, to 
the other Fooliſhneſs, is the Queſtion which at 
preſent calls for Deciſion. 

It cannot be aſcribed to any Differences '« or 
Diſadvantages of Nature or Inſtitution, becauſe 
in theſe they are ſuppoſed to be equal. It muſt 
therefore proceed from a ſupernatural Cauſe, e- 
ven from the Grace of God, -whereof one was 
made Partaker, but the other deprived. — And 
no wonder that God, who. reſiſteth the Proud, 
and giveth Grace to the Humble, ſhould deal 
thus differently with them. For the Orthodox 
and the Heretick enter upon the Search of the 
Scriptures with different Preparations, Diſpoſi- 
tions and Views. The former are led by Piety ; 
the latter by Curiofity. The one intreats that 
the Scriptures may be opened to his Faith, at 
leaſt in Part, and is pleaſed with Thankfulneſs 
to ſee as yet but thro' a Glaſs; The other de- 
mands an Inſight into the moſt myſterious Doc- 
trines; The bleſſed Trinity, the Fountain of all 
Myſteries, muſt be made clear to his Under- 
ſtanding ; He muſt diſcern it on all Sides, and 
handle it to his Conviction, or elſe (like St. 
Thomas ) he will not believe. 

And as they begin with different Diſpoſitions, 
ſo they ſearch with different Views. Arguments. 
for Confirmation, comparing ſpiritual Things 
with ſpiritual, and ſupporting one Scripture by 
another, is the Deſign of the Orthodox Man's 


Enquiry ; 
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Enquiry ; | whilſt the Heretick looks only for 
Objections, for Oppoſitions between the Old 
and New Teſtament; for Inconſiſtencies be- 
tween the Goſpels, for Diſagreements in Doc- 
trines, or (and moſt of all) for Diverſities in 
Readings. For if we conſider the general Con- 
duct of Hereticks with Regard to the Holy 
Scriptures, they may be ſaid to deal with the 
Holy Ghoſt, (the Inditer of them) as the Pha- 
riſees did with our Bleſſed Lord, continually 
lying in wait that they may entangle him in his 
Speech. - #1 
| This then being the conſtant View of an Hes 
tetical Perſon, it is eaſy to obſerve that the firſt 
Appearance of a Difficulty is welcome to him; 
the very Sound of an Objection captivates his 
Ear, and is as an Uniſon to his diſtemper'd Soul. 
If there be any ſeeming Deficiency or Difference 
in the Relation of the Evangeliſts ; If what be 
found in One be not written in Another, or if 
what is confirmed by Three, be not atteſted by 
the Fourth, He demands where is the donn 
Harmony of the Goſpels? | 
So likewiſe if any Parable, uttered by our 
Lord, or any Miracle done by him, be not re- 
lated with the ſame Circumſtances of Time, 
Place and Manner, this ſeizes his whole Atten- 
tion, as a new Diſcovery. In ſhort, any Diffe- 
rende in the ſacred Chronology, either as to the 
Birth or Genealogy of our Saviour, the Travels 
of the Apoſtles, or writing their Epiſtles, theſe 
he lays hold on, in theſe he delights, and his 


Pleaſure | is carryed into a * Dotage. * 
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' Nay, fo ftrong is his Paſſion for Novelty, that 
wks cannot find, he will make — by 
forged or partial Interpretations; and if he can 
ſtrike out a Contradiction in the ſacred Volume, 
ſo as to make God deny himſelf by any deluſive 
Conſtructions, he admires his own wonderful 


| Sagacity, and, if poſlible, would become an Ido» 


later to himſelf. 

But, Lord, what is Man? what the Wiſe, 
the Scribe, the great Diſputers of this World, 
when left and abandon'd to be guided by the 
God of it? Who, by thy Permiſſion has Power 
to blind their Eyes, and to hide thy Goſpel 
from them, or to ſhew it them in ſuch Propor- 
tions of Meanneſs and Irregularity, that, like 
Balaam, they may be tempted to curſe it from 
thence, and to blaſpheme it from ſuch a View. 
This is the wretched Caſe of ſuch Diſputers 
who by the Power of the God of this World 
may poſſibly have ſometimes found too great 
Applauſe in it, and may have been permitted to 
make a Diſturbance in the Church of God itſelf, 
But theſe Things ſhould give us no Uneaſineſs; 


for He that is wiſer than the wiſeſt regards it, 


and, thro' his Appointment, Men more learned 
than they, of equal Parts and under a better 
Guide, have ever been, and ever will be; the 
Eyes of whoſe Underſtanding being enlightened, 
the Difficulties before mentioned, which looked 
ſo big to the carnal Enquirer, are to theſe of no 
Magnitude at all: They appear not to the fpr- 
ritual Man' but in a quite different View, and, 
like the Pillar of Fire in Egypt, what was 2 

B Cloud 
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Cloud to the Egyptians, the ſame _=_ the! 11 
raelites Light. | | 

Thus for Inſtance thoſe Otniflions i in one of 
more Evangeliſts (if they may be ſo called) 
which are objected to by the carnal Man, the 
ſpiritual Perſon ſees ſupplyed by another: The 
former complains of the Deficrency, the latter | is 
thankful for the Supply. 

Thus he deals not only with the Evangeliſts, 
but with the other Scriptures ; illuſtrating one 
obſcure Paſſage by a clearer, and ſupplying the 
ſeemingly defective with a correſpondent Text. 
The Darkneſs and Difficulty, remaining till 
upon ſome Paſſages, have no other Influence on 
him than to increaſe his Gratitude for the clear 
Explication of the others; Nay ; what he 
ſees not, is the Subject of his Adoration, as what 
he ſees, is of his Praiſe and Thankſgiving. — 
The lofty Mountains, tho' inacceſſible, are. a 
Delight to the Traveller ; and the Myſteries of 
Religion are no leſs pleaſing to thoſe, who walk 
by Faith. 
 *Tis no wonder therefore, when Men ſet out 
with ſuch preparatory Diſpoſitions, inviting by 
Prayer, and engaging by Thankfulneſs the Holy 
Spirit to guide them in the Search thereof, that 
to ſuch it is given to know more of the myſte- 
rious Parts of it than to other Men ; no wonder 
that they are led into ſuch undiſcovered Obſer- 
vations upon the ſacred Text, ſuch ſecret Hints 
and Compariſons, that they have opened the 
Scriptures, which, before their Days, had been 
too difficult and dark to be underſtood. 
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Of this kind (not to go back to the primitive 
Fathers) were the Tranſlators of the holy Bible 
into our Mother Tongue: Of this-likewiſe have 
been many of our In , amongſt whom 
Mede and — * to — | 
with Renown ; and with Renown be ever re- 
corded that Bleſſed Champion of the Faith, 
whom God raiſed up to avenge the Quarrel of 
the Lord's Covenant alone, and, by his ſingle 
Might, to vanquiſh the whole Army of the A 
liens, from the Arians down to the moſt rigid 
Atheiſt. Theſe were Perſons famous in their 
Generations, remarkable for their Piety as well 
as Learning; for which Reaſon, no doubt, It 
was given to them to be ſuch bleſſed Interpre- 
ters of the obſcurer Paſſages of the ſacred Text. 
Theſe were righteous Men; and to theſe right- 
eous Men aroſe up Light in the Darkneſs. 

But as in expounding the Scriptures the Minds 
of Interpreters, ſo in underſtanding them, when 
expounded, the Minds of the Hearers are by 
Grace what they are. For from what other 
Cauſe can it proceed that the Preaching of the 
Word of God hath ſuch different Effects upon 
a Congregation ? That it works ſo very diffe- 
rently upon their Underſtandings, when in the 
common Affairs of Life they are nearly upon a 
Level? Whence can it proceed that It ſhall en- 
lighten ſome and confound Others; that in ſome 
it ſhall make the Heart to burn within them, 
whilſt Others remain cold and unaffected ; that 
Tears ſhall drop from ſome Eyes, whilſt _ 

| B 2 ſion 
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ſion attends the preaching it to Others? 3 
theſe too viſible in many Congrega tions 
Should the Difference of Men's Natural Ca- 
pacities be urg d as working upon their nobler 
Diſpoſitions; It may be demanded then how it 
comes to paſs that Perſons of the greateſt Capa- 
cities, of the fineſt Genius and Temper, ſhould 
be the Perſons moſt remarkable for their Defi- 
ciency in the moſt obvious Truths of Religion: 
That the greateſt Wits, the wiſe Men after the 
Fleſh, ſhould be generally ſpeaking theſe Scep- 
tical Hearers? Is it natural that Men, who are 
Maſters in Mrael, knowing all Things that paſs 
in it, ſhould not know theſe Things, — 
known and received by every Chriſtian of the 
loweſt Rank and Capacity? — No; by the 
Grace of God (not by the Effect of Nature) the | 
Underſtandings of Chriftians are formed and 
faſhioned, and made of different Sizes and Sta- 
tures. . 

It is ſtrange (upon the whole) that the wiſer 
Part of Mankind, who acknowledge themſelves 
blind to all the Myſteries of other Profeſſions, 
and, in ſome Caſes and Emergencies even in 
their own, ſhould think themſelves capable to 
fee and judge clearly, and that as of themſelves 
only, in the Things of Revelation : That tho 
they acknowledge that the illiterate Ranks of 
the Poor, the Hirelings and Artificers may be 
ſaid to have Eyes and fee not, thro' the Mean- 
neſs of their Capacities and Education, yet like 
the Phariſees they ſhould demand with Scorn, 
Are We blind alſo? — Whereas this very Per- 

ſuaſion, 
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ſuaſion, that they do and can ſee of themſelves 
the Truths of the Goſpel, and that by their 
Reaſon they can judge of Revelation, is a mani- 
feſt Proof of their ſpiritual Blindneſs. — Becauſe 
ye ſay we ſee, therefore your Sin, and Blindnefs 
the Cauſe of it, remaineth. 

I have dwelt the longer upon this firſt and 
leading Faculty of our Souls, the Underſtanding, 
— it is that wherein carnal Men are _ 
apt to glory; It moſt (as they imagine 
within — own Fore to — and adorn 
to it's utmoſt Perfection. But 

Secondly, Let us now proceed to conſider that 
other chief Faculty, — the Vill; concerning 
which, I affirm, that, as to the Rectitude and 
Government thereof, we Chriſtians are by Grace, 
what we are. For God worketh in us to wall 
according to his good Pleaſure. 

Notwithſtanding the tedious and unneceſſary 
Diſputes concerning the Liberty of human Ac- 
tions, depending on the Freedom of Man's, 
Will, there is (beyond all Contradiction) a na- 
tive Freedom in it, by which Man may chooſe 
or refuſe, may do or not do every Thing ac- 
cording to his own Pleaſure, whether good or 
Evil. Without this there could be no Virtue in 
human Actions, and our Obedience is proved 
by a Liberty to diſobey. 

But it is as indiſputable that there is in Man's 
Will a natural Inclination to Evil, and as natu- 
ral an Averſion to Good, derived upon all Men 
by original Sin. And the in-bred Concu piſcence 
of this, acting in all our Thoughts, "eg and 

ors, 
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Works, inclines us to break thro' and tranſgreſs 
the Ways and Will of God ſet forth in the 
Commandments ; for which Reaſon the Tenour 
of them runs in the Negative. Thus Thou ſhalt 
not kill, Thou ſhalt not commit Adultery, Thou 
Halt not fleal, Thou ſhalt not covet ; in this Man- 
ner ſetting Bars (as it were) to hold back that 

tual Inclination, and to reſtrain it from 
Tranſgreſſion. 

This in-bred Propenſion continually to Evil 
is legible not only in the Tenour of the Law, 
but is heard in the Complaints and Prayers of 
holy Men of old, who lived under the Law. 
But under the Goſpel (tho' a Law of Liberty) 
this, like all other ſaving Truths, is fully mani- 
teſted in expreſs Terms, tho' under diyerſe Ap- 
pellations. It is commonly called the old Man ; 
a Law in our Members warring againſt the Law 
in our Mind; the Sin which dwelleth in us, 
dwelleth in all, and reigns in too many. 

From what other original Root of our Sin 
and Miſery proceeds that Reluctance, that Diſ- 
obedience, that frequent Contradiction of our 
Wills to the Dictates of our Underſtandings, 
that when any Good is directed to be done, to 
ll is not preſent with us? Whence comes that 
black Catalogue, that ſad Handwriting againſt 
every Man, of preſumptuous Sins ; properly ſad, 
becauſe Sins of Choice; Sins! the pure Work- 
manſhip of a carnal Will ? 

Whence is it that we.fee in the Chriſtian 
Calling not many wiſe Men after the Fleſh to 
be called; that Mens Heads and Hearts. ſhould 

be 
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be ſo different ; that the moſt intelligent ſhould 
commonly be the moſt abandon d and difſolute ? 
Let all Chriſtians look into themſelves and ex- 
amine their own Breaſts; and they will there 
find the original Cauſe of this Weakneſs in 
ſome; and Wilfulneſs in others; That the Wills 
of Men are not ſanctified in Proportion to their 
Knowledge, nor ſtrengthned by Grace to the O- 
bedience of Works. That as the W:/eft are not 
able to think,” fo neither are the Beſt able to will 
any Thing as of themſelves ; but their Sufficien- 
cy both to judge what is right, and to chooſe what 
is thus judged, — is of God. But after all, the 
principal Cauſe of this Defe& both in the Un- 
derſtanding and the Will is to be imputed to the 
Want of Sanctification in our Afections: — For 

Thirdly, with Reſpect to Theſe likewiſe, we 
are what we are, by the Grace of God. 

The Afﬀections or Paſſions are planted in the 
Soul by our heavenly Father to quicken it's Ac- 
tivity, and thereby to enable it to put it's good 
Counſels and holy Defires in Execution. Thus, 
according to the daily Collect for Grace, we ac- 
knowledge that as from God all good Counſels 
of the Under/tanding, and all holy Deſires of the 
Will, ſo all juſt Works do proceed, which are 
the Product of our Affections. | 

But theſe in-bred Helps, unleſs regenerated 
and ſanctify d by Divine Grace, run wild; they 
move the Soul, but they move 'it to it's De- 
ſtruction ; their Motions reſemble the furious 
Drivings of Jebu, who ſlew his Maſter, — Theſe 
likewiſe rebel againſt thoſe ſuperiour Faculties 
of 
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of the Soul, which ſhould vive the Eis ah 
Mind, and to which theſe Gould be ſubje& and 


ſuhſervient. But inſtead of this they ſlay their | 


Maſters, or bring them into SA to the Law 
in. 

Be the Underſtanding never ſo clear in Judg- 
ing of what ought to be done, and be the Vill 
neyer ſo ready to cloſe with it's Judgment, the 
Execution of it alas! is deferr'd or defeated by 
the Weight and Oppoſition of our corrupt Af- 
Fections. For to will is oftentimes — with 
us; but how to perform that which is good, 
we find not. No. — But the T on of 
Duty ſucceeds in the Room of Performance: 
For not only the Good we would, we do not; 
but the Evil, which we hate, That we do. Oh! 
wretched Men that we are; who fall deliver 
us from the Body of this Death; from this Con- 
federacy of 1n-bred Luſts Which war in our 
Members? — Not Nature, nor all it's boaſted 
Faculties, under all their Improvements and 
Cultivation.— No! Grace alone muſt do this; 
and Grace alone can do it, derived to us from 
the Holy Spirit, by thoſe Means which He has 
appointed! 

All our Paſſions, Love and Joy, Hope and 
Fear, Grief and Anger, with their Subdiviſions 
of leſſer Affections, are all by Nature carnal ; 
lead us to vile Objects, and baſe Actions. But 
by Grace they are created a- new, receive a new 
Impreſſion, a different Tendency. — Thus Love 
and Joy, Hope and Fear, which, when left to 


themſelves, run with 4 full Bent after all the 
Varieties 
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Varieties or- A s of Good ſcattered in 
the Creatures, are by Grace turned back upon 
Him, who is the Centre and Sum of all Good. 

God is their Love, their Joy, their Hope and 
their Fear. And this Difference of our Affec- 
tions, before and after their Sanctification, is 
manifeſted by the Contrariety of their Effects, 
as well as Objects: According to that Diſtinc- 
_ of St. Paul upon the Paſſion of Grief; when 

y Sorrow, and when a Sorrow of the 
World, may be communicated to Love, - Joy, 
Hope or Fear, each of theſe, when ſanctifyd 
after a godly Sort, worketh Repentance to Sal- 
vation; but when corrupt after the World; 
worketh Death. 

Other Affections, no doubt, are comprehend- 
ed in the Love of God, which are rooted in 
this primary Affection, and grow out of it; 
and by Conſequence if the Root be holy, the 
— — likewiſe muſt partake of its Virtue. II 
this Affection be ſanctified, ſo that we love God 
with all our Heart and with all our Strength, 
then we ſhall manifeſt our Foy in him by giving 
him Thanks ; our Hope by putting our full Truſt 
in him, and our Fear, by ſerving. him truly all 
the Days of our Life. 

So likewiſe. in the Love of our Neighbour the 
dependent Affections are contained and ſanctify- 
ed together; which in the Apoſtle's Enumera- 
tion are Peace, Long-ſuffering, - Gentleneſs, 
Goodneſs, Meekneſs, and ſuch like. In which 
MW Catalogue as the greateſt of theſe, when conſi- 
der'd ſeparately, ſo jointly too the Sum of theſe is 
; | 2 Charity. 
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Charity. And they are tiled there the Fruit of 
the Spirit, becauſe they grow ont of Charity as 
out of a Root, renewed 4nd ſanctified by Di- 
vine Grace. n 1 

Whereas in Carnal Men the Productions are 
Hatred, Variance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
Seditions, Envyings, Murders and ſuch like; 
which, in Oppoſition to the former, are called 
the Works of the Fleſh. Upon the Conduct 
of our Affections then, from whence proceed 
either the Fruits of the Spirit, or the Works of 
the Fleſh, it is evident, hang all the Law. The 
Tranſgreſſions or Performance of both Tables 
turn upon theſe; and the Conſequences of theſe, 
which are Life or Condemnation. Againſt the 
former, the Apoſtle comforts us, there is no 
Law, becauſe they fulfill it: Againſt the latter 
the Law ſtands in full Force and Fury, 'denoun- 
cing to the Doers of ſuch Things, that they ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God.” | 
If Grace then does all theſe Things in us; If 
it be the Creator, Govetnour and Guide of our 
Underſtanding, our Will and our Aﬀe#tons, one 
Queſtion naturally occurs, (viz.) Of what Uſe 
is Moral Philoſophy, or the Doctrine of Erhicks 
taught in our Schools? Thrs profeſſes to treat of 
theſe Subjects; ſpeaks at large of the Nature, 
Objects and Operations of the Intellect and Vill; 
traces out the Origin and Frame of the Paſſions, 
pointing out their Differences and Dependen- 
cies; marks out the Bounds of Good and Evil, 
and fixes the Line, beyond which they ſhould 


not pals. 
The 
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The great Uſefulneſs. of this Knowledge, ig 
Fire —— 1 allow, as far as it extends. But it 
does not enter upon the Hays or Operations of 
Grace. Natural "Philyiphy will point out and 
diſcover to us the curious and ſurpriſing Sym- 
metry of our Bodies; but it does not teach us 
— to add one Feature to the Face, nor Cubit 
to our Stature. And Moral Phuloſophy which, 
by a Sort of ſpiritual Anatomy, opens to us the 
Contexture of the Heart and Affections, never 
enables us however to the One, or alter 
the leaſt of the Others. It points out indeed the 
Line of the Virtues to an Accuracy, and ſhews 
their Extreams on the Right Hand and on the 
Left; But it does not give Strength to our Feet 
to walk in this ſtrait Path, I mean, ſo as to 
keep them from Stumbling or Deviation. 
But it is Time to add that there are many 
new Virtues and Daties founded upon freſh Ob- 
ligations delivered in the Chriſtian Scheme, 
which were never made known, and which Mo- 
ral Philoſophy could never have diſcovered.  Du- 
ties! not only beyond the Light of Reaſon. to 
diſcloſe, but (as — to us — are contra- 
ry to it's Laws. Such, for Inſtance, are For- 
giveneſs of Enemies, returning Good for Evil, 
rejoycing in Tribulations, and glorying in Re- 
proaches. 

Theſe are new Commands, unknown to Jew 
or Gentile, but given and communicated. to us 
Chriſtians: And the Reaſons and Motives for 
the Performance of them are New likewiſe, Not 
founded on Intereſt, Honour or Pleaſure, which 
C 2 indeed 
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indeed could not well be ſup Nit enn, but they are 
to be done for the Sake of Chriſt 

Etbicbs therefore or Moral — "6 | 
what in another View is called and treated of as 
the Law of Nature, is not able to ſhew us the 
perfect Way, nor the Reaſons for walking in it, 
nor even to give us Strength for the Journey. 
Upon the whole; As to the Power or Capacity 
of this Philoſophy to make Men happy, (as 
great and commendable as'it is) however able to 
maſter many Difficulties in Nature, and to diſ- 
cover to us the Knowledge and Workings of the 
Great World, and of the Microcoſm of Our- 
ſelves ; yet, with Regard to the Pretences of the 
Derſts, the chief and moſt faſhionable Sect a- 
mongſt us, who boaſt of it's ſaving Reach, and 
magnify it's Beauty in it's new Delineation and 
Colouring, we muſt openly declare that, in it's 
full Compaſs, it is but a vain Thing to ſave a 
Man, neither can it deeiver any Man by it's great 
Strength. 

And yet it muſt bolieknowiedpad that many 
| wiſe Men often govern and ſubdue their Paſſions 
by other Methods and Principles than by Divine 
Grace; not oftner perhaps than by ſetting one 
Paſſion againſt another. Thus Anger is often- 
times ſuppreſſed by Fear, which dares not re- 
ſent; or by Pride, which diſdains it, or by A 
varice, which will not- be at the Expence. So 
likewiſe Pride is made to ſtoop even to the Dirt 
by Ambition, and Ambition again is check'd by 
Pride, when it will not bow down to the low 
and dirty Arts of 3 Thus Pride, Fear, 

Ambition 
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Ambition and the Paſſions of that Claſs,” are too 
often reſtrained by Revenge, which hides them 
r of Maliciouſneſs. — 
But what is this Method to a Chriſtian; which, 
if it be not adding Sin to Sin, yet is :but EX= 
changing one Wickedneſs for another? A Me- 
thod taught and e e of Ma- 
chiavel, G nat of Chriſt. - 

Some Men, we muſt acknowledge, have 
learnt. to ſubdue. their Paſhons from their Ex- 
ceſſes, which are always turbulent and attended 
with Inconvenienge, purely for their inward 
Eaſe and Tranquillity of Mind. A wiſe Con- 
duct; but not a truly Chriſtian one] Socrates 
and Seneca, and Societies of the wiſer Heathens 
taught this, and in fome Meaſure put it in Prac- 
tice : But they were hut Heathens, under this 
fair Appearance I ſpeak this to the Shame of 
God, who ſubdues his Paſſions upon a Chriſtian | 
Motive, I mean by the Command and for the 
Sake ef Chriſt, (a Maſtery tobe — only by 
Grace) the ſame, is greater, than th SS ee 
Heatben. \ # {+ 29glntnnSs hip phadaghM oat 

Beſides; The Energy of this Wiſdom i in go- 
verning the Affections hs (ſhould a Chriſtian prac- 
tiſe the ſame) will be found to reach but to tem- 
forary Reſtraints ; to curb them only upon ſome 
Accidents, and under i the er Temptations ; 
Whilſt a ſeminal Wickedneſs remains at the 
Heart and will be breaking forth continually. 
Whereas Grace not only reſtrains, but regene- 
rates; extends not to particular Acts only, but 
to 
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to the Habit and Root itſelf. And as natural 
Roots are killed by conſtant Amputations, ſo 
this radical Concupiſcence, in all our Affections, 
is deſtroyed at length by continual Reſtraints of 
ſanctifying Grace. Then is fulfilled in his Saints 
that Apoſtolical Saying, that the Fleſh is cruci- 
fyed with the Affections and Luſts, or that the 
Body of Sin, dwelling in theſe, is deſtroyed. 

By which Expreſſions however we are not to 
underſtand that the Affections are utterly eradi- 
cated out of the Mind; that Grace diveſts the 
Soul of it's Paſſions, by turning Chriſtians into 
Stocks; but only that their in- bred Concupiſ- 
cence (the Effect and Reſidue of original Sin) is 
gradually deſtroyed and done away: That the 
Affections in Sub/tance remain the ſame, but not 
in Quality; being renewed by Grace together 
with the whole Body and Soul, in which they 
are ſituated. Thus are we ſanctify d throughout, 
becoming new Creatures in Chriſt Jeſus, adorn- 
ed with new Underſtandings, new Wills and 
new Afﬀections, the Workmanſhip of the Holy 
Ghoſt within us, our Sanctifier and our ſpiri- 
tual Creator. 

Upon the whole I have confiderad Grace as 
neceſlary to make us Chriſtians, and to enable 
us to live in the Exerciſe of Chriſtian Duties. 
But the Neceſſity of it is not to be limited to the 

Cloſet and Sanctuary, to holy Places and in holy 
Things, but it muſt accompany us all thro' the 
various Stations and Tranſactions of Life. It 
muſt enable us to diſcharge our Chriſtian Call- 

ings, as well as Chriſtian Duties, even in Worldly 


Things, 


. 
Things, which Calling is alſo Chriſtian and 4 
For every Man from the higheſt to the 
loweſt bas his particular Calling of God, of 
which he muſt give an Account at the laſt Day. 
This as the Goſpel, ſo our Church teaches us, 
and to pray for God's eſpecial Grace to enable 
us to do our Duty in that State of Life, unto 
which it ſhall pleaſes God to call us. 

Time will not permit me to conſider the pub- 
lick Means or Conveyance of Grace, nor indeed 
many leſſer ones ſubfervient and ory to 
the greater Ordinances of publick Prayer and Ad- 
miniſtration of God's Word and Sacraments: But 
I ſhall beg Leave juſt to make a ſhort neceſſary 
Inference or two, which-may be no hog > wa 
Concluſion to this Diſcourſe, ' 

If Grace then be thus neceſſary to us, ebnfi- 
dered as Chriſtians, ſo that without it we cannot 
become what we ought to be in Order to Salva- 
tion, it is eaſy to infer how abſolutely improper 
and abſurd all vain Glory is in the Mouth or 
Mind of any Chriſtian. For whatever we may 
be as Men; with whatever natural Parts and 
Accompliſhments adorned, which likewiſe are 
the Gifts of God our Creator, who' makes one 
Man to differ from another ; yet, as Chriſtians, 


all our Intellectual and Moral Endowments, the 


Perſpicuity of our Underſtanding, the Conſtancy 
of our Wills and the Command | of our Affections 
are all the Gift and Workmanthip of the Am 

Spirit. 
In theſe three Reſpects, which moſt diſtin- 
guiſh our Character, we Chriſtians are by Grace 
what 


| 
| 
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what we are: And in theſe Reſpects, I own, 
we Chriſtians are, or may be, as many have 


been, what never Gentiles were, or ever could 


be; but then let the moſt upright Saint amongſt 
us acknowledge that, whatſoever we have or are, 
we have received it. + A Confeſſion ! which ſtops: 
the Mouth from boaſting ; becauſe to glory of 
what is another Man's is no leſs than Robbery, - 
and to glory of what is God's, fo as to pretend 
it is our own, is downright Sacrilege. 

Let us endeavour to make our Luſtre as great. 
and glorious as we can in the Church of God; 
but let us own before the Church that all our 
Luſtre is borrowed : Let our Light ſhine forth 
in every Action before Men, but let the Intent - 
and Effect be the ſame in Us, as in the Behold- 
ers, to glorify not ourſelves, who are but Recei- 
vers, but our Father which is in Heaven, that 
Fountain of all Light. 

St. Paul (if any Man living) had wherewith to 
glory thro' the Abundance of Revelations and 
Graces given unto him; But wonderful was 
his Behaviour in baffling the Temptations, and 
declining even the Suſpicions of it. Moſt re- 
markable in two trying Inſtances. and moſt wor- 
thy the Imitation of all Perſons thro' every Age. 
of the Chriſtian Church. — The firſt Caſe 1s 
when He is obliged to be brought into Compa- 
riſon with the true Apoſtles,” and the other with 
the falſe and counterfeit ones. 

Thus in the firſt, when ſpeaking of that 
Grace, by which He was what he was, it was 
not beſtowed on him in vain; becauſe he * 


ed more abundantly than all the Apoſtles in the 
Miniſtry, He, as by an immediate Correction of 
himſelf, diſtinguiſhes thus, yet not I, but the 
Grace of God, which is in me. — And in the 


ſecond Chapter of the Galariant, when ſpeaking 
of Peter with James and John, thoſe Pillars, he 
aſcribes the Working of both to the Holy Ghoſt: 
For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the 
Apoſtleſhip of the Circumciſion, the ſame was 
mighty in Me towards the Gentiles, But in the 
ſecond Cafe, when ſpeaking of himſelf and his 
Works in Comparil of falſe Apoſtles, with 
what Reluctance is He drawn upon that un- 
grateful Work, branding it with an us 
Name, a Fooliſhneſs of boaſting, to which He 
was compelled ? But what is more, with what 
an artful and holy Rhetorick, unparallel'd in any 
Heathen Orator, does he guard ne the Rea- 
lity of that Folly? 
He puts himſelf in the Habit and Character 
of a third Perſon : —1 knew ti Man (ſays he) in 
Chriſt, meaning himſelf, ve fourteen Years 
ago, whether in 185 Bod e tell, or whe- 
ther out of the Body I cannot tell, God knows, 
ſuch a One caug * into the third Heaven; 
how he heard — deakable Words, which it is 
not lawful for a * to utter; of ſuch a One 
will I glory; yet of myſe// I will not glory... 
Since then 'tls by Grace, and Grace only that 
we Chriſtians are what we are, I mean, Chriſt- 
ans; Since by this at our Baptiſm we become 
Members of Cbriſt grow up and live as Child- 
ren of God, and by it (when we dis) Mall be 
made Inheritors of the Kingdom of — l 
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"ſhall cloſe all with thisedrneſt Exhortation; That 
we all uſe our utmoſt Endeavours by all Meam 
to grow in Grace, till we come to a perfect A 
ture of a ſpiritual Man. A Perſom thus finiſhes 
makes a glorious Figure in this World in #3 
Midſt of a crooked and Generations" 
Crooked in it's Doings, and in it's W 1 
verſe: He walks thro it as a burning 
ing Light; burning up it's Droſs, and ee 
ing it's Errors. He converſes and acts in it, a 
it is his Duty to be about his Father's Buſineſs" 
but unmov'd with it's Overtures, and unſpottel 
with it's Pollutions. He taſtes it's Pleaſures and 
Recreations only as neceſſary Refreſhment in his, 
Paſſage thro it; He can abound without Lu 
ry, and want without Diſſatisfaction. He em 
ploys his temporal Goods in Exerciſes of Chati 
ty and Acts of Hoſpitality ; and if God has 1 
bleſſed him with any, he eſteems the Want 
them only a Tryal of his Patience, Self- Deni 
and Reſignation. His Thoughts are ever ine 
upon the Buſineſs, which He was ſent into ti 
Life to do, and He troubles himſelf with the 
World, no further than to mend it. 
But how few arrive at this exalted. Chara 
ter! and yet this is what any one may accom 
liſh thro the Grace of God, which | 
Let us therefore endeavour to Sun 
ſelves within the Protection of this Blefling 
the Holy Spirit; and beg of the Almighty tha 
He would beſtow us Abundance: of his 
r preſent World, and Abu 


